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Required Reading List: 
  
1. Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
2. Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman 
3. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
  
  
Topics 

  
1.      Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
Biographical information about the author, background information about the time period of 
the book, type of work, genre, setting, main characters, main thematic topics, main symbols, 
three most important aspects, connection to current world / local events, personal opinion, 
etc. 
  
2.      Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman 
Biographical information about the author, background information about the time period of 
the book, type of work, genre, setting, main characters, main thematic topics, main symbols, 
three most important aspects, connection to current world /local events, personal opinion, etc. 
  
3.      Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
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Biographical information about the author, background information about the time period of 
the book, type of work, genre, setting, main characters, main thematic topics, main symbols, 
three most important aspects, connection to current world /local events, personal opinion, etc. 
  
  
4.      Most influential personalities of the 20th and 21st century 
Biographical and cultural background of people who have changed the world; focus on their 
biographical background and their influence / contribution to the current modern world: 
Adolf Hitler, Albert Einstein, Bill Gates, Dalai Lama, Frank Lloyd Wright, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, J.K Rowling, Josef Stalin, Mahatma Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, Mark 
Zuckerberg, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Stephen Hawking, Prince, The Wright 
Brothers, Winston Churchill. 
  
5.      The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Key dates and events in British history: Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Normans, Tudors, 
Elizabethan Era, Victorian Era, Colonization, World Wars, Industrial Movement etc. 
Historical changes in political systems and its connection to the current ruling body, cultural 
heritage, literary and artistic life and modern political, geographical and cultural issues, 
landmarks and cultural events. 
  
6.      English Literature 
Brief outline of English literature, literary periods, Old English literature: Beowulf; 
Medieval: Geoffrey Chaucer; Renaissance: Francis Bacon, Christopher Marlowe; Elizabethan 
Era: W. Shakespeare, John Milton; Romanticism: Wordsworth, Byron; 18th century English 
Literature: Jonathan Swift; The Victorian period: Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, Oscar 
Wilde; 20th century English Literature: J.R.R Tolkien, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, etc. 
  
7.      The United States of America 
Key dates and events in US history: Pilgrims, Founding Fathers, American Revolutionary 
War, Civil War, World Wars, Civil Rights Movement, etc. Political system, cultural heritage, 
literary and artistic life, the modern nation, geographical and cultural issues, landmarks and 
cultural events,etc. 
  
8.      American Literature 
History of American Literature; Colonial Literature: James Fenimore Cooper, Benjamin 
Franklin; American novelists: Hawthorne, Melville; American Poetry: Edgar Allen Poe, 
Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman; Realism: Mark Twain, Stephen Crane; 20th century 
writers: Joseph Heller, Fitzgerald, Steinbeck; Nobel and Pulitzer Prizes: William Faulkner, 
Sinclair Lewis; African American writers: Toni Morrison, W.E.B. Du Bois, Alice Walker; 
Women writers: Maya Angelou, Kate Chopin, Gloria Steinem, etc. 
  
9.      Canada 



Key dates and events in Canadian history: Aboriginal people, European contact, English 
America, New France, Colonization, British Rule, Post-confederation and World Wars etc. 
Political system, cultural heritage, literary and artistic life, the modern nation, geographical 
and cultural issues, landmarks and cultural events, etc. 
  
  
10.  Australia and New Zealand 
Key dates and events in Australian history: Aboriginal people, Early European Explorers, 
European migration, Colonization, Federation, World Wars, Vietnam War etc. Political 
system, cultural heritage, literary and artistic life, the modern nation, geographical, cultural 
issues, landmarks and cultural events, etc. 
  
11.  The Czech Republic 
Key dates and events in the history of the Czech Republic: arrival of the Slavs, Great 
Moravia, Duchy of Bohemia, The Dark Ages and National Revival, Dual Monarchy, World 
Wars, Aboriginal people, Early European Explorers, European migration, Colonization, 
Federation, World Wars, Communist Era etc. Political system, cultural heritage, literary and 
artistic life, the modern nation, geographical and cultural issues, landmarks and cultural 
events, etc. 
  
12.  Czech Cultural Heritage 
Famous Czech Personalities: Antonin Dvořák, Bedrich Smetana, Charles IV, Jan Amos 
Komensky, Jan Hus, Jan Kaplicky, Jan Saudek, Jaroslav Heyrovsky, 
Jaroslav Seifert, Ladislav Klima, Madeleine Albright, Martina Navratilova, Milan Kundera, 
Milos Forman, Otto Wichterle, Saint Wenceslas, Tomas. G. Masaryk, 
Vaclav Havel, etc. Cultural landmarks, UNESCO World Heritage, Prague, artistic and 
cultural events, current issues, etc. 
  
13.  World Cultural Heritage 
World organizations – EU, UN, Red Cross, International Refugee Organization, Wonders of 
the World, Current famous world personalities: artistic personalities (e.g Yoko Ono) and 
Entertainers (e.g., Lady Gaga), Athletes (e.g. Usain Bolt, Cristiano Ronaldo); business 
persona (e.g. Warren Buffett, Mark Zuckerberg, Richard Branson) and current political 
leaders. 
  
14.  The European Union 
Founding fathers of the EU, Key dates and events of the EU, European Policy Making, 
Interpersonal relationships and multicultural society, the Czech Republic and the EU, the 
Schengen area, Eurozone crisis, future of the EU, current issues, etc. 
  
15.  Problems of the Contemporary World 



Key dates and facts about the most current world problems: Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, Spread of Infectious Diseases, Increasing Global Population, Armed Conflict, 
Availability of Energy, International Terrorism, Climate change, Economic Situation, 
Poverty and lack of drinking water, etc. 
  
  
  
  
16.  Global Environmental Issues 
Environmental issues and solutions, natural disasters, ecological problems, alternative 
sources of energy, endangered species, current issues, world organizations and campaigns, 
political and social impacts, key leading activists etc. 
  
17.  Problems of the Young Generation 
Friendship, parents, school, addictions, taking drugs, alcohol consumption, starting a family, 
adapting to a fast-paced life, peer pressure, pressures from social media, drug and alcohol 
consumption, lack of self-confidence, family drama, quality education, living up to 
expectations, health concerns, etc. 
  
18.  Education 
Systems of education in Great Britain, in the USA and in the Czech Republic: comparison, 
stages of education, methods of learning, your experience, types of schools, my school, 
quality education, etc. 
  
19.  Everyday Life 
Key historical facts and figures in the development of: family, housing, jobs and occupations, 
education, travel and family units, etc. 
  
20.  Healthy Life Style 
Healthy eating styles, Junk food, Mental and Physical Disabilities, Historical development of 
the concept of the family and its current perception, Family units and the sociological impact 
on society, Origin of some sports, national sports, the Olympic Games – history and modern 
games, doping in sports, money issues, etc. 
  
21.  English the World Language 
Key dates and figures in the history of English, famous personalities influencing the English 
language, contemporary English and varieties of English, differences between BrE and AmE, 
different means of communication, etc. 
  
22.  Media and Entertainment 
Key dates and figures in the media and entertainment business, TV and newspapers, On-line 
and electronic news, the movie industry and reality shows, current attitudes toward media 



entertainment and its influence, cultural aspects of theater, music and art in the world and the 
Czech Republic. 
  
23.  Business and Economy 
Key dates and figures in world economics; microeconomics, macroeconomics, economic 
growth and systems; global market and national accounting; notion of capitalism and 
socialism; famous economists and businessmen: Adam Smith, Karel Marx, John Forbes 
Nash, Bill Gates, Amancio Ortega, Warren Buffett; historical (barter system) and modern 
business practices; world bank group and global economic crisis; historical concept of 
money; type of business entities, business ethics and the concept of intellectual property. 
  
24.  Science and Medicine 
Antique science, medieval science, early modern science, Age of Englishmen, 19th and 20th 
century scientific concept and development; branches and fields: natural science, social 
science, human behavior and medical science; famous scientific and medical discoveries: 
Copernicus System, gravity, electricity, evolution, theory of relativity, DNA, penicillin, Big 
Bang Theory, X-rays and the atomic bomb. Key scientific and medical personalities: Albert 
Einstein, Alexander Fleming, Charles Darwin, Dmitry Mendeleev, Isaac Newton, James 
Watson, Louis Pasteur, Michael Faraday, Nicolas Copernicus, Robert Gallo, Wilhelm 
Roentgen, etc. 
  
25.  World of IT 
Key dates and figures in the history of computer technology: 1st computer; Colossus and 
Atanasoff-Berry computer, IBM and desktop computer, laptop and personal computers; the 
development and usage of World Wide Web, children and the internet, privacy and identity, 
internet regulations; the future of IT and information ethics, etc. 
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V Praze dne 22.8.2017                           Schválil: Mgr. Jakub Pour  
  
  
 


